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To His GRACE 


CHARLES 


Duke of BOLTON, 


Lord CHAMBERLAIN 
of His MAIEST 's Houſhold ; 


And to the 


ENTLEMEN 


That were AuDIToRs, 


This SERMON, 
Publiſhed at their Deſire, 
Is Moſt Humbly Dedicated. 
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PSALM XCVIL i. 


[be Lord Rergneth , let the Earth re. 
joyce: Let the Multitude of Iſles be 


glad thereof. 
Or, according to the Old Tranſlation, 
The Lord is King : the Earth may be 
glad thereof ; yea, the Multitude of 
the Iſles may be glad thereof. 


HIS Pſalm, and ſeveral others, both of 
thoſe that go before, and of thoſe that 
follow it, are joyful Hymns of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving for God's Government ot 
the World; and by many Expreſſions in 
them, they, ſeem to refer to the Times of the Meſſiah, 
ir the Kingdom of Chriſt in the World, which is pe- 
ularly in Scripture called the Kingdom of God, 
ſeveral of them have no Title or Inſcription in the 
Uriginal ; and therefore the particular Time and 

cafion of compoſing them cannot be fo certainly 
letermined: But in the Sepruogine, this Plalm is ſaid 
o be one of David's, * ben bis Land was ERabliſh'd, 
r Settled, or according to the Vulgar Latin, + Reſto- 
ed to him; that is, when he became Maſter of all 
loſe Countries that God deſigned to be the Portion of 
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Quando terra ejus reſtituta eſt. 
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his People Iſrael; when ſome of the Heathen Nations 
about them were ſubdued, as the mention of Idols. 
ters, ver. 7. ſeems to imply. But whatever might be 
the Temporal Occaſion of Penning it, it ſeems very 
plain, from many noble Expreſſions in it, that the 
pirit of God enditing of it, had an higher Deſign in 
View, than barely the Enlargement of David's World. 
B and that is, the Glorious Kingdom of 
iſt, who is often in the Book of Pſalms deſigned 
under the Character of the Perſon of David, and af 
whom David was a Type or Figure: And that te. 
Fews themſelves underſtood the Lord's Reig nim, to 
be meant of the Royal Power of the Meſſiah, to 
whom God was to give the Heathen for bis Inheritance, 
and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for bis Poſſeſſuon, is 
allowed by the Hebrew Expoſitors themſelyes: And 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews takes it for granted, in his 
Quotations, both from this aud other Pſalms: For 
that Expreſſion which he applies to the Son of God 
| and let all the Angels of God wor 
Heb. 1. 6. ſhip him, is generally allowed to be 
Citation from the 7th Verſe of thi 

Pſalm, Worſhip him all ye Gods; that is, Angeli, 0 
Princes: So that the whole Pſalm is a proper Hymt 
for that Time, 'when the Spiritual Kingdom of G0 
*. * thall be further enlarged in the Worlc 
Rev. 11. 16. and the Kingdoms of this World are be 
1 come the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of bi 
Thrift And it is alſo now proper for all thoſe th 
y Faith hope for ſuch an happy State of the Chr 
ian Church, when all the Enemies of God ſhall 
deſtroyed ; when Tdolatry ſhall be caſt out, and a 
that ſerve Graven Images confounded, and all N: 
.tions bronght to the Knowledge of the True God, an 
made willing Subjects of his Kingdom. But tl 
Words of the Text may be more generally applic 
to God's Univerſal Government of the World, 3 
his ruling over all Things by his Providence; 3 


ev. 


72 - 


wet in this Senſe they ſiguify a plain and ' ſerious 
Truth, That it is a Matter of very great Joy and 
Comfort to all well-diſpoſed Minds, that God, who 
nade the World, and all Things therein, is ſtill the 
guler and Governor of it. It is very happy for Man- 
bnd, that there is ſuch an infinitely wiſe Being to 


o . of 6 i i 9. 


«ſide in, and exerciſe an over - ruling Power over 

il Creatures; and eſpecially that he has the Diſpo- 

(WM (tion of all Human Affairs in his Hand, fo that no 
rent can happen contrary to his Will, ſince he doth 


vhatſoever pleaſeth him both in Heaven and Earth, 
ind all his Councils are directed by the greateſt Wiſ- 
tom and Juſtice. Now if we take the Words either 
in this general Senſe, to which they are in all Caſes 
wplicable; or if we underſtand them of the Kingdom 
« Chriſt, and the ſpreading of his Dominion, they 
ill afford ample Matter for our Meditation, and 
xy proper to employ our Thoughts upon, and to 
cite our Thankfulneſs at this Time, when we are 
pt (in due Obedience to Authority, and a juſt Senſe 
{the Bleſſings we enjoy) to Praiſe God for a ſignal 
uſtance of his Gracious Providence to this Nation, 
i bringing His Majeſty, who now Reigns over us, 
5 o the peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
[ym thereby Securing to us a comfortable Proſpect of 
Gore Happineſs, in the fate Enjoyment, both of our 
or\Wzbliſhed Religion and Civil Liberties ; and there- 
e ee in diſcourſing upon the Words, I ſhall take the 
an | owing Met had: = 1 


I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that God's Goveru—- 
ment of the World, and his diſpoſing and 
over-ruling all the Affairs of it, is Matter of 

great Joy and Comfort to all Mankind. 

II. That the Advancement of the Spiritual King- 
dom of Chriſt and the Enlargement of his Do- 
minion in the Hearts of Men, is ſtill Occaſion 
of greater Joy and Praiſe to all true Subj: as of it. 


4 III. I 


0 


F GOVernme " FFOYTO, 
III. I ſhall make ſome Application of theſe Cow 
| | ſiderations to the preſent Occaſion. . 
1. I am to ſhew that God's Government of th 
World, and his difpoſing and over-ruling all the a 
fairs of it, is Matter of great Joy and Comfort to al 
Mankind; for by the Earth we may reaſonably un. 
derſtand all the Inhabitants of it, that are capable o 
knowing or conſidering what is done in it: And by 
the Multitude of Iſles, may be meant all thoſe that 
live even in the moſt ſeemingly remote Parts of it, 
ſuch as have leaſt Communication with the reſt 9 
Mankind. They whoſe Situation ſeems to keep they 
off from ſuch a free Intercourſe with others, are y: 
equally under God's Government, and as much, th 
Objects of his Care as any others. Now by God 
Government, or his being King, and Reigning, I d 
not barely mean that general Providence, by wh 
he ſupports and preſerves all Things in Being, thou 
th's is hkewiſe ſuppoſed in it; but I mean turthe 
That actual Exerciſe of Power and Dominion ow 
all Creatures, whereby he brings about all Eve 
according to his own good Pleaſure, in ways oft 
times ſecret and unknown to us, but full of infini 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs in him; for though Clouds, 
© Darkneſs are round about him, yet Righteouſneſs 4 
Fudgment ate the Habitation of bis Throne, as 
follows in the next Verſe after my Text, i. e. though, 
the Ways and Methods of his Acting are oftentin; 
myſterious and incomprehenſible to us, and we 
not ſee into all his Deſigns, or. the particular Realoh 
of his Proceeding; nay, though they may have ſon . 
thing of Terror and Amazement in them, yet 
will maintain his Authority, by doing exact Julti 
both his Mercies and Judgments will be exerciſed 
Righteouſneſs. There is no King in his Kingdom, 
any Maſter of a Family in his Houſe, that does 
truly and really manage and govern all the Af 
of it, as God Almighty does all the _— of 
FIT. nive 
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bmirerſe: All Creatures, both Animate; and Inani- 
mate; are perfectly ſubject to his Diſpoſal. Not 
ly all natural Cauſes, but even what we call 
Chance or Accident, is perfectly under his Manage- 
nent; Nay, even all Moral or Free Agents, ſuch as 
angels and Men, both good and bad, are but In- 
fruments in his Hand, and bave no Powers, but 
what he can turn and order which way ſoever he 
pleaſes. They may have Deſigns of their own ſe- 
't Srzrate from, or contrary to each other, yet does he 
t off far controul and over-rule all of them, that they 
an bring nothing to paſs, but what he deſigns; 

ö ureder Devices there may be in the 

Sort of Man, the Counſel of the Lord Prov. 19. 21. 
ood Wt ſhall Rand. This is the general | 
I arine of Holy Scripture, which aſſures us; That 
th Lord bath prepared bis Throne in 
Been, bis Kingdom ruleth over all Pal. 103. 19. 
od is the King of all the Earth, God 
wneth over the Nations, that the 
Kingdom is the Lord's, and he i the Go- pal. 22. 28. 
ernor among the People. That the moſt 
leb "ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, Dan. 4. 25. 
ud be groeth it to whomſoever be will, 
hath a Right of Dominion, as he is Creator of 
| Things; (O Lord of Hoſts, thou art 
e God, even thou alone, of all the Iſai 37. 16: 
lngdoms of the Earth, for thou haſt 
de Heaven and Farth,) and he really exerciſes 
Ms Dominion, whether Men will own it or not. 
Ine Lord 7s King, be the People never 
a impatient,” be ſitteth between the Che- Pal. 99. 1. 
ins, be the Earth never ſo unquiet. | 
om the Habitation of bis Dwelling, he con ſidereth 
| them that dwell on the Earth, be 
Whonech all the Hearts of them, and Pal. 33. 1 3, 14. 
derſtandeth all their Works, and he © 
eth all Things according 4 the Counts Epheſ. 1. 11. 


fel 


Ear SEE 


Pſal. 47. 7. 


beyond the Hopes and Expectations of the beſt Men, 
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ſel of bis own Will. He hath all Perfections, bot 
of Wiſdom and Power, to enable him thus t. 
Govern; and as all Things are manifeſt in hi 
Sight, and nothing can be hid from his Eyes, f 
nothing can be too hard for him, but, be can d 
whatſoever he pleaſeth, in the Armies of Heaven 
and among the Inhabitants of the Earth. But though 
the Holy Scriptures give us the cleareſt Accoun 
of this Matter, and draw the beſt and moſt uf: 
Conſequences from it, yet neither is the Voice 
natural Reaſon ſilent in the Caſe; nor the conſe 
of the moſt conſiderate Part of Mankind wanting 
For if we do but allow that God made the Worl 
and all the Creatures in it, we mult needs ou 
that ſuch a Being has Power and Skill enough 
manage it; and the ſame Reaſon that induced him t 
make it, will ſtill induce him to Govern and tak 
Care of it; unleſs we can imagine him to be as ur 
conſtant and changeable, as weak and frail Morta 
are. And if Mankind had not generally agreed! 
2 helief of God's Governing the World, the maki 
of Religious Addreſſes to him, and Worſhipping ( 
him, could never have ſo generally obtained amo 
them; for, to what purpoſe ſhould they ſo unive 
ſally make Application to a Being, whom they don 
believe to have any Concern for them. This Bel 
both of the Providence and Government of God, 
greatly confirmed by thoſe plain and viſible Marks 
them, which appear in the World : Not only theP 
ſervation of that Beautiful Frame and Order 
Things, which we conſtantly behold in the Creatio 
Nroves that a Good, and Intelligent, and Poweri 
Being, Super-intends all the Parts of it, but t 
many Remarkable Occurrences in Human Affa 
which happen beyond all Human Probability, at 
very often contrary to all the Deſigns and Cont 
vances of Men, which give Succeſs ſometimes ev 


good Cauſe, and which baffle even the greateſt Power 


[| one; the many Signal Deliverances, or Remarkable 
ldgments, that have befallen Men or Nations, in their 
ous or vicious Courſes, which could not be 
eng wuated for in the ordinary Courſe of Nature, are 
ſo many Inſtances of God's particular Govern- 
Sn, and that he has the Diſpoſal of Time and 
ice in his Hand: Whereby it comes to paſs, that 
* 9: Race 55 not always to the Swift, nor 


len. dune to the Strong, nor yet Bread Eccleſ. 9. tt. 
— the Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Un- 


landing, as the Wiſe Man ſpeaks. I deſign not 


r Aſſembling to Worſhip God is an Acknowledg- 
nt of: But only ſo tar, as to conſider the Conſe- 
mce which the P/a/miſt makes from it, The Lord 
* tb, tbe Earth may be glad thereof. It is Matter 
great Rejoicing to all reaſonable Creatures, that a 


- tand good God Governs the World: For what 
man rable Condition would Mankind be in, if there 
— e not ſuch a Governor. There is no State of 


chy or Confuſion; in a Nation without Govern- 
it, that can be half ſo diſmal, as the State of all 
World would be under ſuch a Suppoſition. To 
the Government of Providence out of Hu- 


* Affairs, would he to baniſh all _ and Com- 
- p from Men for ever; all reaſonable ground of 
| * and Satisfaction, would be quite taken away 


thoſe that have any Power of Refle&tion. For 
either Suppoſe that the World was made by 
ce, and a fortuitous Cancourſe of Atoms, without 
Creating Power; or that after God had put 
1 8 into a natural Frame, he ſhould leave the 
on to ſhift for itſelf, without any further Con- 
about it, letting Chance or Neceſſity work all 
* Events, and leaving Mankind to do as they 
; if the Firſt (I fay) were the Caſe, what a 

B 2 Melan- 
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id Policy of thoſe who think themſelves ſecure in an 


x to enlarge upon the Proof of this Point, which 


— — 


t2 God's Government of the World, 
Melancholly Proſpe& muſt this needs cauſe in every 
thinking Man, it there could be any thinking i 
ſuch a Caſe ; muſt he not neceſſarily be under a per 
— fear, that the ſame Chance, which brought 
im into Being, might every Moment whirl him out 
of it? it being impoſlible for him, to foreſee up 
what Accidents, ſuch a Revolution might turn; and 
he could have no poſſible Means of preventing ay 
Calamity that might be 1magined. Or if the Second 
were the Caſe, viz. that after Creation, God ſhoulf 
leave all Creatures to ſhift for themfelves, without 
interpoſing himſelf, our Condition would not þ 
better d; natural Cauſes would have the ſim 
Power over us, and there would be none to fly t 
for Help: And the unruly Paſſions of Men, with 
reſtraint, would be a Spring of perpetual Miſchief 
their very Reaſon and Underſtanding, would oll 
help them to oppreſs and deſtroy each other, 2 
make the weaker a perpetual Prey to the ſtronge 
And how uncomfortable would be the Condition ( 
all thinking Beings, upon ſuch a Suppoſition ? * The 
is nothing deſirable in Lite to a reaſonable Mind, 
there be not a Superior Power to manage the Worl 
And therefore, it is no wonder, that ſuch as end: 
vour to argue a God and Providence out oft 
World, ſhould endeavour alſo to make themſelves 
like Brutes as they can ; tor it would certainly 
much better not to think, than to live under 
Anxiety of ſuch Thoughts. But now the Belief ol 
God, and of a wiſe and good, and powerful Pr 
dence, that over-rules both Fate and Men, that 


— 


Fi yer Civ er uh0uw 18100 h 3 megrizas xerp. Wh) 
I deſire to live in a Worid where thre i no Gd or Provident: 
Marcus Antoninus, Lib. 2. F. II. Ant again, Why ſhould It 
i continue amidſt the Confuſions of Chance, and in a , Sink of al 
chief? But if there b a Providence, I b. ve  jumething t1 0) 
and a wiſe Governor ro emfide ir, Lib. 6. 210. 
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both natural Cauſes, and human Powers under his 
Command, and makes them all Subject to his Coun- 
ſels and Deſigns, gives us a comfortable and joyful 
proſpect. Upon ſuch a Belief, we may reſt ſatisfied, - 
that he will in the End make all Things turn to the 
deſt. This is a firm ground of hope, that whatever 
Dangers we may ſeem to be threatned withal, yet 
our Caſe can never be deſperate, becauſe he has al- 
ways Means in his Hand to deliver us. He ſees all 
the Deſigns of wicked and crafty Men, and can eaſi- 
ly diſappoint them, even when their wicked Contri- 
vances ſeem to be upon the point of Execution, he 
can foon blaſt all their Counſels, and make them 
turn upon themſelves; he can uſe them as Inſtru- 
ments of bringing thoſe Purpoſes to paſs, which they 
have been long ſtudying to defeat. We juſtly think 
that Nation happy, which 1s under the Government 
of a wiſe and good Prince, that has both Under- 
ſtanding to Protect and Govern his People well, 
and a Power ſufficient to anſwer all his Juſt and Wiſe 
Defigns for their Good, But now all this is but a 
faint reſemblance of God's Government ; for his 
Wiſdom, and Power, and Goodneſs are infinitely 
Superiour to the befP and greateſt of Earthly Kings, 
who can have no Power but what he allows them: 
And how happy then might all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth be, 7; they did but make a right uſe of his 
Government ? Since, even all the Kings of the Earth 
are but his Subjects, and their Hearts are in 5 
Hand, and he can turn them as the Rivers of Water, 
whitherſoever be pleaſes. He is, indeed, the bleſſed. 
and only Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. And therefore, ſince the Lord reigneth, the 
= 2 rejoice, and the Multitude of the Iſles may 
e glad. 


But then if God's Government of the World, and 


his diſpoſing and over-ruling all the Affairs of it, 


with 
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with a watchful Providence, be Matter of Joy and 
Comfort to Mankind in General. It may | 
2, Be further obſerved, That the Advancement of 


the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Enlarge. 


ment of his Dominion in the Hearts of Men, is ſtil] 
occaſion of greater Joy and Praiſe to all true Subjects 
of it. Iobſerved, in the Beginning, that this Pſalm 
refers more particularly to the Reign of the Meſſiah, 
as the Ancient Interpreters generally agree, and con- 
ſequently the Words imply that eſpecial Care and 
Protection, which he exerciſes over his Church and 
People: For ſince God hath ſet this His King, upon 
his Holy Hill of Sion, and hath founded ſuch a 
Kingdom as ſhall never be deſtroyed, but ſhall go 
on and prevail, till he hath ſubdued all his Enemies 
under his Feet, we muſt needs imagine, that he has 
an eſpecial Concern for it. It is not, indeed, proper. 
ly ſpeaking a Kingdom of this World, but a Com: 
pany of Faithful People choſen out of all Nations of 
it, owning him for their Head and Governor, fub- 


mitting to his Laws, and Governed by his Holy 


Spirit; and the more of the Kingdoms at this World 
there are, that ſubmit themſelves to this Kingdam, 


and the greater multitude of Iſies that are brought into 
it, ſo much greater Occaſion 1s there to Rejoice. God 1s, 


indeed, and always was,. the King of all the Earth 
in the former Senſe. But in this Senſe, the Lord 
reigneth only where his Dominion is awned. Not 
but that he will be Lord, even over thoſe that will 
not ſubmit themſelves. For, be 7s higber than all tha 
are in the Earth, and exalted far above all Gods: There 


| hall go a Fire before him, and burn bis Enemies 0 


every ſide : and Confounded ſhall all they be, that Wor 
ſhip Carved Images, and that delight in vain Gods 


and ſuch as will not ſubmit, ſhall not be able to ex: 
themſelves ; and they that are not willing Subject} 
of his Kingdom, will be treated as Rebels and Enemiegy* 


to him; but they that own him, will 3 of hi 
| avou 


ravour and Protection; And Blefſed 3s that Na- 
tion, whoſe God #s the Lord Febavah. 
Blejſed are the People that be bath choſen Pal, 33. 12. 
to him, to be his Inheritance. It is an 3 
happy Thing to be of the Number of thoſe to whom 
God hath communicated the true Knowledge of 
himſelf; for though he ſometimes ſuffer them to be 
ried by Affliction, yet the Lord forſaketh not his, 
hut be godly, but they are preſerved for ever. It is 
wt, now, my Deſign to enlarge upon thoſe Spiritual 
Blelings and Advantages, relating to another Life, 
which the Subjects of Chriſt's Kingdom enjoy, above 
ll others, that have not ſubmitted themſelves to 
t ſuch as the Grace and Aſhſtance of his Holy 
hpirit, inwardly leading them, and the Hopes of 
Life Eternal by him, encouraging them : but only 
y conſider thoſe Acts of Government and Provi- 
knce, which he exerciſes towards them in the 
ſorld, as they are his peculiar People, with reſpect 
the ſupporting, continuing and enlarging his viſi- 
Church. If we take this Pſalm, as Prophetically 
ting to that Time, when the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
e ſhall be brought into the Church, then the 
utitude of the Iles here- mentioned, may be literally 
en, for thoſe many Iſlands and Countries, remote 
m Fudea, where the Goſpel Firſt began to be 
ached, that ſhall enjoy the happy Influence of 
ts Kingdom. Or, if we take Iſlands for par- 
lar Churches, encompaſs'd with Enemies, and 
believers on every ide, as ſome ancient Expoſitors 
; yet ſo they will have reaſon to Rejoyce, that the 
＋ is their King, that is, that Chriſt whom they 
for their Head and Governor, hath all Power 
even and Earth, and is ready to exerciſe a par- 
* ar Care over all ſuch as truly truſt in him. 
r being of the Number of his Faithful People, 
Nees him in a particular Manner, to Protect and 
Nad them; and there is no doubt, but that con- 
ſidering 


e af cnn an 
1 * 80* 


' foregoing Conſiderations, to the preſent Occaſion. And, 


of this Govern 


Plal. 89. 145 
IF, 16, Cc. 


King. 
3. I ſhall now make ſome Application of the 


1. If God's Government of the World, and al 
the Affairs of it, be ſuch Occaſion of Joy and Com 
fort to Mankind, then certainly they are to b 
look'd upon as the greateſt Enemies of Human 9 
-ciety, that endeavour to deſtroy the Belief of à 600 
and of a wiſe and good Providence out of tit 
World. They that propagate Atheiſm and Int 
delity among Men, do as much as in them lies, f 
rob Men of the greateſt Comfort, and the ba 


groum 
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ground of Hope, and even the only Support that #8 
{ometimes left them, in Caſes of greateſt Difficulty 
and Danger. There are ſome Seaſons, when Men 
are deſtitute of all viſible Means of Comfort and Re- 
lief; and even the beſt outward Circumſtances have 
no abſolnte Security in them that we can depend on. 
Human Wiſdom and Policy is but ſhort-fighted, and 
often ſubject to Miſtake: The Power of Men is but 
weak of it ſelf, and may be broken by a Thouſand 
unforeſeen Accidents: And Men themſelves are un- 
conſtant, and ſubject to change, and at beſt they are 
frail and mortal, and they that put their Truſt in 
them only, muſt be liable to Diſappointment. All 
that we can fafely rely upon 1s, the Providence of 
God. And Bleſſed is be that hath the | 
Cad of Jacob for bis Help, and tchoſe Pal. 103 4,5. 
ot Hope is in the Lord bis God, who made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that therein is, 
nl BY abe keepeth his Promiſe for ever. But now, what 
ſhall we ſay to thoſe, that not only abandon this 
Hope themſelves, but go about to perſwade all others 
out of it? Are they not miſerable Com forters in any 
Difficulty, that thus take away our only firm Sup- 
jo port from us? It is certainly one of the moſt malici- 
* Deſigns that can be againſt all Human Happineſs, 
to weaken Mens Notions of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence, and to deprive them of all Hope in God, and - 
95 thereby to reduce them to ſuch a gloomy and me- 
lancholy State, as can never be without Fear, but 
4 muſt be without Hope; which is 4 moſt joyleſs and 
ceplorable Condition. But, | 
„. Ihe Lord be King, and have the Goverament 
* af the World in his Hands, then we know to whom 
ve ought to apply ourſelves for Help and Aſſiſtance 
in all Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, to whom we may 
moſt ſecurely commit ourſelves and all our Con- 
Frns. Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Prbovah it everliſting Strength, ſays the Prophet: 1 
| | 2 thes 
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thou toit keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is 
iy d on thee. I is not to our own Skill or-Strength, 
that we ought to truſt, nor to any Human Policy er 
Power; for vain 7s the Heß of Man; but if the Lord 
be our Nefence, and the holy One of lirael. our King 
then we have a ſufficient Protector, and need not fear 
rohr Man can dounto us. It we are laithiul Subjech 
ot his K.ngdom, though we ſeem deſtitute of Human 
Aſſiſtance, yet the Eve of the Lord u 


| 

| 

Plal. 33 17. uon them that fear him, and upon then 

that put their Traft in bis Mer 

We are under the Care of him, whoſe Wiſdom aud 
Power never can be defeated. Let all the Ear 

| fear the Lord, ſtand in awe of him, all of 
| Pſa'. 32. 8, 9. that dwell intheWorld. For be ſpake, ani i 
| 10, 1. it was done: be commanded, and it fl 
faſt. The Lord bringeth the Counſel fl C 
| the Heathen to nought, and maketh the Devices of 1) ic 
| People to be of none Effet, and caſteth out the Counilff 
| ſels of Princes But, The Council of the Lord ſh 0 
| endure for cover, and the Thoughts of his Heart ſroi be 
| Generation to Generation: And this ſhould teach ui ot 
| to revere his Providence, and be afraid of engagin d 
in any wick q or nnworthy Deſign, which we cannq to 
| ſaicly commit to him; for if our Deſigns are wickei ; lis 
| we have no reaſon to hope for Succeſs from hunW'uc 
| becauſe he hateth all Workers of Iniquity, and is Ait 
| ways able to diſappoint their Deſigns. vit 
| 2. | To come yt nearer to our preſent PurpoſeWia 
| I the Lord be King, fo as intimately to concern 
| lim{l with all Human Affairs, this ought to tea dd 
| us to aſcribe all the happy Inſtances of good Pro p. 
ce that we experience, either in our private FC 
publick Capacities to him, and thankfully to PraigÞyolu 

I'm for them: If God be the King Ibis 


5 47 72. the Earth, then ſing ye Praiſes with U all 
Is derſtonding. If there be any Bletln Fer 
* ue enjoy, either as Men, or as Chriſtians, hd i 
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are the Effect of his Providential Care and Goodneſs, 
more than any Human Foret:ght or Contrivaiice, we 
ought to give him the Glory aud Honour ot them. 
and ſurely we of this Nation have had many Signal 
Inſtances of the Divine Interpoſition in our Favour 
which we may juſtly: reflect upon with lov an 
Gratitude. That we were ſome of the firſt of thoſe 
Iſles of the Gentiles which received the Light ot the 
Goſpel, and became Subjects of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
we have reaſon to Rejoyce in. And when Religion 
had been corrupted in moſt Parts of this Weſtern 
World, by Idolatry and Superſtition, that we were 
among the firſt that were dehver'd from that Yoke 
na more orderly and regular Manner than moſt other 
Countries, was no ſmall Inſtance of God's Fatherly 
Care-over us. That we have ever ſince been pre- 
ſerved in the Profeſſion of the true Reformed Do- 
drine of Chriſt, and together with it, have enjoyed 
dur Civil Rights and Properties, our Laws and Li- 
berties, notwithſtanding the often- repeated Attempts 
of our Enemies to bereave us of them, is what we 
cannot without the greateſt Ingratitude and Injuſtice 
o God's over-fuling Providence, deny to have been 
lis Work. And when, within our own Memory 
uch a Power was formed againſt us, both within and 
mthout, as to all Human Appearance, threatned us 
rith an utter Subverſion of all that was dear to us, 
tat very Authority which ſhould have protected us, 
ting enter d into a formed Defign againſt us, then 
ud God raiſe us up a Glorious Deliverer, who by an 
lppy Conduct, and with a ſmall Force, without Blood 
ir Confuſion, brought about ſuch a marvellous Re- 
lution, as defeated all the Deſigns of our Enemies. 
Ihis was the Lord's doing, who made all Oppoſition 
all before this Inſtrument of his Providence; who, 
men the Throne which he had placed him in, ſeem- 
d in danger of falling back in Time for want of a 
ther Supply of Proteſtant Heirs (two concurrent 
C 2 Lives, 
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Lives, and thoſe not likely to be very long, being all 
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crafty and deſigning Men, whom no Conſfideratio! 


which hath, ſince that Time, ſhewed itſelf in fo 


we had to truſt to) inſpired him with timely Thoughts 
of providing againſt this fatal Danger, by Setthng 
the Right ot Succeliion upon the Family of our Gra- 
= Sovereign, for whoſe peaceable Acceſſion to the 

Throne, we are now met to Praiſe God, as we have 
great Reaſon to do: For, indeed, conſidering the Dan: 
gers that we had juſt Grounds to apprehend, from the 
wicked Deſigns of ſome among us, who were ſo bold 
as to publiſh treaſonable Books againſt his Right, with 
great Pomp, and not without Suſpicion of Encou- 
ragement from ſuch as ought to have been the moſt 
diligent in diſcouraging ſuch Practices; when the ll 
luſtrious Succeſſor was at a Diſtance, and the Preten 
der nearer at hand, and we were not ſufficiently prc 
vided againſt any ſudden Attempt that might. by 
made; but were rather full of Strite and Diviſion a 
mong ourſelves, broken into Parties and Factions, by 


either of Religion, or the publick Good, could kee 

from purſuing their own perverſe Deſigns: When th 
was our Caſe, upon the Demiſe of the late Queen, w 
may juſtly look upon it as the Finger ot God, th 
by a Concurrence of Happy Circumſtances, did 
as it were, Chain up that Spirit of Faction and 8 
dition, till His Majeſty's Safe Arrival among u 


flagrant Inſtances, and convinced us, that it w. 
not then quite Dead, but only caſt into ſuch a 80 
prize and Amazement, as not to be able Ti 
enough to recolle& itſelf ſo far, as to prevent 
cheartul and timely Concurrence of all Degrees 
Men, in ſupporting His Majeſty's Juſt and Lauf 
Title; and thereby giving him that Advantage 
Peaceable Poſſeſſion, which (if we may judge fre 
the Rebellion, which they ſoon raiſed) they h: 
before intended to Defeat. If therefore, the 1 
High Ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men, and diſpo 
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them as he pleaſes, we have reaſon” to Bleſs and 
Miſe his Name for this favourable Interpoſition of 
is Providence in our behalf, and to ſay, Not ante 
„ 0 — 2 unto — bur 4 5 ge be? __ 
aſe, for thy Loving cy and for thy Truth's 
je Lord bath been mindful of as, and be foul 
ſs 4. 


[f his Providince; who Governs all Things in 


old ven and Earth, do in an eſpecial manner watch 
ſithl er Kingdoms and States, profeſſing his True Re- 
uin, we ought to acknowledge his Goodneſs to- 

ds theſe Nations, not only in ſecuring at preſent 


r Religion and Liberties, under the Government 
2 Proteſtant Prince, of great Wiſdom and 
:nce, whoſe Intereſt Abroad, may be an ha 
ans both of ſupporting and enlarging the 
fant Intereſt z but alſo in Gel wee Blading . 
Pledge of the continuance of theſe B ; 
ſterity, by an hopeful Royal Progr, » which 
an happy Proſpect, that we "had long before been 
anger to. And there are too many a- 

ng us, ſo ſtupid, as not to be ſenſible of theſe 
ings, who ſeem even to loath their own Hap 
eſs, to be weary of Liberty, and unconcerned 


d Keligion; yet, ſurely, they that have any Senſe 
g uitteſe Bleſſings, muſt needs think it an Happineſs, 
ſort we have the Means of enjoying them, put into 


Hands, if we do not by an unaccountable Folly 
ber verſeneſs, thraſt them away from us. 1 
ld not upon a Day, that might otherwiſe give 
b great — for | oy, mention any Thing 
t may raiſe in us lc ungrateful Reflections, as 
Conſideration of that unworthy Return, which 
many have made for theſe Bleſſings, to God 
tighty z or that undutiful and inſolent Behaviour, 
which * have treated both the Perſon and 
e nernment Prince, to whom, under God, 
ove the enjoyment of all that is dear to us: But 


as 
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as I have Reaſon to hope better Things of thoſethy 
now hear me, ſo I would wallingly believe, that ths 
monſtrous Folly, as well as batenefs of ſome Men; 
Proceedings, will, at laſt, ſhame. even themſelves int, 
a-Senſe of Duty, and their own Intereſt. | And there 
fore inſtead ot making any ſevere, tlioug juſt, Re 
flections, upon the Seditious and Rebellious Pro 
ceedings of others, I ſhall rather chuſe to conclude 
this Diſcourſe, with an Exhortat ion, more agreeable 
to thoſe that continue firm in their Allegiance to 
our Gracious Sovereign, this Day ſet over us, which 
is, Io reflect upon the Happineſs of having a Prince 
ſo Studious of the true Welfare of all his Peopk, 
that even the moſt provoking Treatment he b 
met withal, cannot tempt him to do any thing that 
looks more ſevere, than a prudent, Father of hi 
Country ought to be; that ſo the Senſe of thok 
Bleſſings, we may enjoy under his Auſpicious Go 
vernment, may move us to be unfeignedly Thank 
ful to Almighty God for it; and to ſhew our 
Thankfulneſs not only by Praiſing him with our 
Lips, on this Day, but by always Living, as tho 
who. are under the eſpecial Care of his Providence; 
by Studying to be Quiet, and to do our own But: 
neſs, fearing God, and honouring his Vicegerent, in 
all dutiful Submiſſion and Obedience, Praying for 
his Long and Proſperous Reign over us, that undr 
him we may Live Quiet and Peaceable Lives, in dl 
Godlineſs and Honefly ; by this Method, we my 
Hope to make this Day the beginning of an hay) 
Age, in which both Prince and People, ſhall have but 
one and the ſame Intereſt, the Advancement of trut 
Religion, and the Publick Welfare, which they ſhall 
Jointly ſtrive to promote, and ſecure to our late 
Poſterity : And may the Great King of all the Earth 
ſo Bleſs his Majeſty, and his Royal Family, ti 
this Iſland may for ever Rejoice in them. 


Ti 
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To this Purpoſe, I ſhall conclude with the Collect 
prepared for this Day. | | 


Almighty God, who Ruleſt over all the Kingdoms of the © 
World, and Diſpoſeſt of them according to thy good 
Pleaſure, we yeild thee unfeigned Thanks, for that 
thou waſt pleaſed, as on this Day, to Place thy Servant, 
our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE, upon the Throne 
of theſe Realms: Let thy Wiſdom be bis Guide, and 
let thine Arm ſlrengthen him; let Fuſtice, Truth and 
Holineſs, let Peace and Love, and all thoſe Vertues 
ne rhat adorn the Chriſtian Profeſſion, Flouriſh in bis Days, 
ple, Bi dire? all his Councils and Endeavours, to thy Glory, 
has Bi and the Welfare of his People; and give us Grace 10 
that Bi 05:y him chearfully and willingly for Conſcience ſake, 
that neither our Sinful Paſhons, nor our Private 
hoſe Wi Intereſts, may diſappoint bis Cares for the Publick 
6 Good; let him always poſſeſs the Hearts of his People, 
ank that they may never be wanting in Honour to his Perſon, 
our and Dutiful Sub miſſion to bis Authority; (et bis Reign 
out be Long and Proſperous, and Crown him with Immor- 
thole *. in the Life to come, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
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